Denel Aviation Cheetah C, serial no. 370, Vlaggie (Flag) Cheetah, South African Air Force for FS2002.
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Aircraft by: Jason Ashworth 

(ashie@iafrica.com)

Textures by: Jens-Ole Kjølberg

(trond.kjoelberg@c2i.net)

PLEASE VISIT THE MIRAGE WEBSITE:  www.mirage4fs.com

HISTORY: (Courtesy of A. Dyason, IPMS South Africa, http://www.ipmssa.za.org/)
The Denel Cheetah C is the most modern upgrade of the Mirage III/5 airframe. The project began with a requirement by the South African Air Force (SAAF), for a modern fighter aircraft to replace the aging Mirage F1/III and Buccaneer fleet. Since the South African government had a UN arms embargo placed on all defence sales to the country (during the Apartheid regime), an upgrade program of the Mirage III series was the only viable option. The resultant aircraft were the Cheetah D/E, which were remarkably similar to the Israeli Kfir TC7/C7, and probably benefited from technology sharing with Israel. In 1995, the Cheetah C was delivered to the SAAF. The C was a far more comprehensive upgrade compared to the Cheetah D/E, and is the most advanced Mirage III upgrade in service today. A Pulse-Doppler, multi-mode radar was fitted, along with an extensive EW suite and updated avionics, said to be at least on par with 1990’s production F-16’s. The Cheetah C has been continuously upgraded since their entry into service, the most notable being the introduction of the Kentron R-Darter (V4) BVR missile. The Cheetah C is tasked with both air defence and strike duties, being the only frontline fighter aircraft in the SAAF. The SAAB Gripen was selected in 1998 to replace the Cheetah C from 2012 onwards.

Cheetah C no. 370 was specially painted in the colours of the new South African Flag for the inauguration of President Thabo Mbeki on 5 April 1999. 2 Squadron painted the aircraft virtually over night after the original intended aircraft being declared not airworthy before the event. It is still painted in this colour scheme and operational with 2 Squadron. The aircraft retains its multi-role capability. It was the second alternative colour scheme applied to a Cheetah C aircraft. The aircraft is normally referred to as "Vlaggie" - direct translation from Afrikaans would be "small flag".

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!

INSTALLATION:

Unzip the file to a temp folder. Copy the entire “Cheetah C (Vlaggie)” folder to the Aircraft folder of FS2002.  Select the aircraft as “SAAF/Denel Aviation Cheetah C/SAAF, 370 "Vlaggie"”.  The panel and sound have been aliased to use the Lear45.  A great panel to use with this aircraft is the Cheetah C panel by Jens-Ole Kjølberg available in the Cheetah C package at the Mirage website.
!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!

NOTES:

This file has copyrighted design and paint, it CANNOT BE SOLD! You're able to

distribute it freely EVERYWHERE as long as you DON'T CHARGE FOR IT!!!!

I will not allow the use or modification of any of my files without my written

permission (that includes NO texture repainting!)!

THANKS TO:

Frank Safranek for bringing together this package and for his help/reference/testing 

and of course for his amazing Mirage website: http://www.mirage4fs.com

Oxyd for allowing me to base my afterburner on his M2000 FSDS parts. 

CONTACT:

Any comments or suggestions?

Jason Ashworth - JOHANNESBURG - SOUTH AFRICA

E-mail: ashie@iafrica.com

Jens-Ole Kjølberg – OSLO – NORWAY

Email: trond.kjoelberg@c2i.net

